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Key Qualifications
Senior Manager with extensive experience in supporting international development field operations for local government development, food aid, and economic growth projects in Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. Used strong management, marketing and commercial skills combined with fluent Spanish to develop creative approaches for local ownership of development initiatives linked to economic growth programs in high poverty areas. Developed concepts and marketing proposals that have been broadly adopted by USAID, other donors and the private sector. 
Accomplishments 
Global Coffee Marketing Strategy – Analyzed economic development activities in over 20 coffee producing countries and developed a USAID Global Coffee Strategy to coordinate development efforts and partner with coffee industry to increase coffee quality and the incomes of small scale coffee farmers.  My proposal provided the commercial concept for USAID marketing initiatives in Latin America with the Specialty Coffee Association of America (SCAA), led to the design and implementation of major USAID ($20 million plus) and multi-lateral bank specialty coffee initiatives, and formed the basis for the SCAA “Marketing Partners Program.”  Ted Lingle, Director of the Specialty Coffee Association of America, cited my work as “visionary” in the Coffee & Tea Journal (December 2000).

Local Government Strengthening Initiative - Led efforts to promote local ownership of economic development through municipal governments in Peru's Amazon region as part of a $350 million US government assistance program.  Established association of municipal governments and strengthened local institutional capacity.  Program was hailed by GAO audit as a model for sustainable municipal strengthening.  Independent evaluation of program cited the critical impact of local government strengthening component, which was only 17 percent of total program funding, on long term sustainability of program objectives.  Assistant Secretary of State Rand Beers noted the importance of this Local Government Strengthening program and hailed it as a model which should be replicated in other USAID assisted countries.  

Washington DC Remittance Network – As part of MBA program at the University of Costa Rica, developed a business plan for a Washington DC based remittance network associated with local Hispanic Non-Profits partnering with the District Government Employees Federal Credit Union (DGEFCU) to channel remittances from Washington DC back to Central America and Mexico.  My plan significantly reduced remittance transfer costs, increased funding for local NGOs, and increased immigrant access to formal financial sector.  In 2004, the Inter-American Development Bank began implementing my remittance business plan with the DGEFCU and several Hispanic DC Non-Profits.

Market Access for the Poor (MAP) - Developed and implemented a concept to link multi-national supermarket chains to small farmer production systems to create a win/win situation that linked remittances, multi-national presence of major supermarket chains and sustainable economic development activities. This program will link over 17,000 small scale farmers to a $100 million fresh fruit and vegetable market in 254 supermarkets across Central America.  Also initiated $5 million Faith-Based coffee marketing program to link small scale Nicaraguan farmers to US specialty coffee market with church and other faith-based marketing support.
Education 
MBA with Honors - International Marketing, University of Costa Rica, 2003; MS in Agronomy, Mississippi State University, 1980; 
BS in Agronomy, Mississippi State University, 1977.
Professional Experience 
2006 – 2007 – Director of Agriculture and Rural Economy for the Millennium Challenge Corporation
.  Led design of $87 million economic growth program in El Salvador aimed at increasing the incomes of the poor in the Northern Zone (former guerrilla held territory during 1980s civil war).  Program will identify key markets, design production and marketing initiatives to attract private sector investment, and empower poor farmers to participate in profitable business ventures.   As part of this program, designed and gained approval for an innovative $20 million investment support mechanism to provide capital to poor farmers for construction of critically needed infrastructure (processing plants, vegetable and fruit packing houses, etc.).  The Program, which will begin in early 2007, will transform the Northern Zone, decrease poverty, create new economic opportunities and improve living conditions in the one of the highest out migration (to the US) areas of El Salvador
2004 - 2006 – Senior Desk Officer, Central America and Mexico Office, Latin America and the Caribbean Bureau, USAID  Provided strategic analysis and programmatic support to field mission senior staff implementing US$1 billion development program in Central America and Mexico.  Identified youth gang prevention as a critical transnational issue and led efforts in developing LAC Bureau response.  Developed concept and briefed USAID Administrator on “diaspora” marketing and networking initiatives in Central America linked back to expatriate communities in the US. 
2002 - 2003 - Director of the Trade and Agri-Business Program in USAID/Nicaragua.  Managed $100 million program aimed at increasing rural incomes, reducing poverty and improving food security in Nicaragua through trade-led economic growth.  Led a team of 12 professionals in managing trade capacity building activities, small farmer production programs (coffee, cacao, fresh fruit and vegetables, dairy, etc.), natural resource conservation and food aid programs throughout Nicaragua.  Designed and initiated innovative concepts for marketing fresh fruits and vegetables, specialty coffee and other agricultural products with 21,000 farm families.
1996 - 2002 - Director of the Alternative Development Program in USAID/Peru.  Guided  the design and implementation of a $350 million rural development program that significantly increased Peruvian exports and helped farmers produce over 27,000 hectares of different crops, strengthened more than 300 local governments, rehabilitated 1,000 kilometers of roads, and increased agricultural production in the program areas by $65 million.  Drafted a USAID Global Coffee Strategy to help Peruvian coffee farmers adjust to a falling coffee market.  Responsible for bringing in specialty coffee buyers and successfully marketing small farmer produced coffee in the US specialty coffee market.  Marketing concept presented under my Global Coffee Strategy was embraced by the Specialty Coffee Association of America. This work also formed the basis for the $20 million Quality Coffee Project now being implemented by USAID in Central America.  
1993 - 1996 -  Deputy Director of USAID/Costa Rica's Program Office. Established the procedures and led actions required to successfully implement 21 local currency activities valued at over $30 million.  Designed eco-tourism marketing program that helped sustain natural resource conservation efforts in the unique and bio-diverse rich Osa Peninsula.  Led all actions required to successfully sustain $100 million in Mission program activities as USAID ended its presence in Costa Rica.  Designed proposal and obtained Mission approval of $10 million local foundation to promote agricultural development activities.
1987 - 1993 - Deputy Chief of the USAID/Honduras Rural Development Office. Guided staff in implementing a $495 million portfolio.  Led efforts to gain approval of the Agency's first multi-year PL-480 Title III proposal. Implemented a $30 million irrigation program that helped create and sustain a major winter vegetable marketing program in the United States.  Established $10 million local currency financed foundation with Zamorano Agricultural School.
1983 - 1987 - Agricultural Development Officer in Barbados - RDO/C, Regional Development Office for the Caribbean. Led the implementation of seven projects across the Caribbean including a livestock program on Antigua, watershed management program as well as an innovative winter vegetable project in St. Vincent, an aquaculture program in Dominica, a livestock program in Antigua, and a soil conservation program in St. Kitts Nevis.  
1978 - 1982 - USAID Agronomist in West Africa (Guinea-Bissau).  Led the establishment of national seed program and established the country's first seed testing laboratory.  Developed seed regulations and testing procedures.  Gathered plant and seed material and conducted first Univ. of Illinois INSTOY soybean trial in Guinea-Bissau.  
1974 - 1976 - Peace Corps Volunteer, Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil.   Promoted improved bean and corn varieties among peasant farmers and later served as a Peace Corps campus recruiter in the Southeast United States.  
Languages
Fully fluent in Spanish and Portuguese.  

� Millennium Challenge Corporation is a new US government foreign assistance program providing $5 billion per year to developing countries that have demonstrated high potential for development by their actions to strengthen democracy, invest in education and health, and promote economic freedom.  In early 2006, MCC senior management requested that I be assigned to the corporation on a one year detail assignment from USAID with my salary paid by the MCC.





